
 

International Journal on Science and Technology (IJSAT) 

E-ISSN: 2229-7677   ●   Website: www.ijsat.org   ●   Email: editor@ijsat.org 

 

IJSAT25012966 Volume 16, Issue 1, January-March 2025 1 

 

Unmasking the Hidden Threat: How AI Can 

Expose Doping Drug Dealers on the Dark Web 
 

Dr. Anju Choudhary1, Rupali Mehta2 

 

1Associate Professor, Panjab University Chandigarh. 

 2Research Scholar, Panjab University Chandigarh. 

 

Abstract 

The capability of Artificial Intelligence to analyse datasets, such as Application Program, facilitates the 

efficient identification of anomalies and irregularities; this enables anti-doping organizations to allocate 

resources more effectively and prioritize testing based on data-driven insights, thereby enhancing the 

integrity of competitive sports. This article examines the burgeoning convergence of artificial intelligence 

(AI) and law enforcement in addressing illicit activities on the dark web, including drug trafficking aimed 

at young athletes. As doping instances in sports rise, the dark web serves as a marketplace for illegal 

substances, while AI technologies offer essential tools for monitoring, identifying, and dismantling these 

criminal networks. The essay examines actual incidents in India, the USA, the UK, and Australia, where 

law enforcement authorities have effectively utilized AI to combat dark web crimes. The text analyses the 

emergence of dark web drug trafficking, the legal framework under national and international laws, and 

the role of artificial intelligence in investigations, as well as the ethical and legal issues presented by this 

technical solution. 
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1. Introduction 

The dark web, a concealed segment of the internet, has historically been linked to unlawful activities, 

including illegal arms trafficking and the spread of hazardous chemicals. A troubling development in 

recent years is the proliferation of doping substances being marketed to young athletes through dark web 

sites. These performance-enhancing chemicals present significant threats to both health and the integrity 

of sports. In reaction to this escalating threat, law enforcement agencies worldwide are utilizing a 

formidable instrument—artificial intelligence (AI)—to monitor, trace, and dismantle the criminal 

networks that exploit the dark web for drug trafficking. This article examines the role of AI in addressing 

juvenile doping dealers, investigates actual cases, legal obstacles, and the novel strategies being employed 

to confront this problem. 
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In recent years, the dark web has emerged as a hub for illicit operations, including the distribution of 

performance-enhancing drugs (PEDs) to young athletes. As conventional policing techniques falter in 

addressing these offenses, artificial intelligence (AI) has surfaced as a formidable asset for law 

enforcement authorities globally. AI algorithms are assisting authorities in preventing and prosecuting 

individuals who access the dark web for unlawful activities by analysing extensive datasets, monitoring 

digital footprints, and forecasting criminal behaviour. This article presents a thorough analysis of AI's 

involvement in addressing doping-related offenses, particularly concerning young athletes, while offering 

an international viewpoint that emphasizes actual situations and legal obstacles. 

The Ascendance of Adolescent Doping and the Dark web 

In the past ten years, the dark web has emerged as a hub for various illicit activities, with doping being 

one of the notable examples. The veil of anonymity afforded by encrypted platforms facilitates the 

targeting of susceptible demographics, such as young athletes, by drug dealers. Adolescent athletes, 

motivated by the demands of competition and the pursuit of excellence in their chosen sports, have 

increasingly sought out these clandestine online markets to acquire performance-enhancing substances. 

The accessibility of substances such as steroids, stimulants, and hormones on the dark web has resulted in 

a concerning increase in doping practices among young individuals. 

The situation is exacerbated by the accessibility of drugs, which can be procured and delivered with 

remarkable simplicity, frequently circumventing conventional drug enforcement mechanisms. The dark 

web, characterized by its encrypted communications, presents significant challenges for traditional law 

enforcement agencies, rendering it a fertile environment for various illicit activities.  

Artificial Intelligence's Role in Fighting Doping Offenses  

Artificial Intelligence is transforming the fight against cybercrime, and its application in tracking dark 

web activities is proving to be a game-changer. Artificial intelligence technologies, including machine 

learning, natural language processing, and data mining, are empowering law enforcement authorities to 

https://www.ijsat.org/


 

International Journal on Science and Technology (IJSAT) 

E-ISSN: 2229-7677   ●   Website: www.ijsat.org   ●   Email: editor@ijsat.org 

 

IJSAT25012966 Volume 16, Issue 1, January-March 2025 3 

 

identify and dismantle doping drug markets on the dark web. This is the manner in which AI is being 

utilized. 

1. Monitoring and Evaluating Digital Footprints:  

AI algorithms are meant to filter through vast volumes of data from dark web marketplaces. These 

algorithms can detect trends in encrypted data, identify suspect transactions, and monitor the transit of 

illicit commodities between platforms. By examining these digital fingerprints, AI can help law 

enforcement agencies trace the origin and distribution of doping medicines, leading to arrests and seizures.  

2. Predictive Analytics:  

Using past data, AI's capacity to forecast future criminal activity is among its most potent features. In the 

case of doping traffickers, artificial intelligence (AI) can forecast potential locations for future illegal drug 

sales by examining historical activity, patterns, and relationships on the dark web. Law enforcement can 

take preventive measures, such as intercepting goods or dismantling criminal networks before they have 

a chance to do harm, because to this predictive power. 

3. Automating Surveillance:  

Dark web forums, markets, and encrypted communication channels are notoriously challenging for 

humans to manually monitor; AI-powered solutions can automate this task. By flagging questionable 

terms or phrases associated with doping, these AI systems can assist investigators in identifying illicit 

transactions in real time. 

 

AI's Ethical and Legal Challenges in Preventing Doping 

 

Even while AI is turning out to be a very useful tool in combating doping-related offenses, there are a 

number of ethical and legal issues with its application. The main difficulty is striking a balance between 

the demands of law enforcement and the right to privacy. Since the dark web is frequently a gathering 

place for people looking for anonymity and privacy, tracking their activities using AI may be considered 

a violation of their civil liberties. 

 

Furthermore, the legal structure for dealing with dark web crime is complicated by its worldwide scope. 

Because doping traffickers frequently operate internationally, it might be challenging for law enforcement 

to track down offenders. Significant obstacles are created by jurisdictional concerns and the absence of 

international agreements on the use of AI for criminal investigations. 

 

The Information Technology Act in India offers a framework for addressing cybercrime, which includes 

activity on the dark web. The act does not, however, yet adequately address the difficulties associated with 

using AI in criminal investigations. In a similar vein, while international agencies like the National Anti-

Doping Agency (NADA) and the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) have established standards for 

preventing doping, AI is not yet included in their solution.  

 

Privacy problems:  

The use of AI in monitoring dark web activities creates substantial privacy problems, especially with 

relation to data gathering and spying. There is a narrow line between prohibiting criminal acts and 

encroaching on individual rights.  
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Jurisdictional Issues:  

Since dark web crimes are typically cross-border, coordination between governments is vital. However, 

disparities in legal frameworks and the lack of unified regulations impede the investigation and 

prosecution of dark web-related offenses. 

 

Ethical Dilemmas:  

The deployment of AI in criminal justice raises problems regarding algorithmic biases, transparency, and 

responsibility. Ethical questions regarding the use of AI to track personal data are crucial to maintaining 

fair and reasonable law enforcement tactics.  

 

Indian legislation pertaining to the Information Technology Act: 

 Section 66F: This part of the Information Technology Act handles cyber terrorism, which may be 

applicable in circumstances when dark web operations pose national security issues, such as large-

scale drug trafficking. 

 Section 67: Deals with the publishing or transmitting obscene content in electronic form. This 

might be crucial in circumstances when doping substances are marketed or sold via internet media.  

 Section 72: Concerns the breach of confidentiality, which might apply when law enforcement 

authorities utilize AI to monitor digital transactions connected to unlawful acts. 

 

2. Conclusion 

Artificial Intelligence has shown to be a vital asset in addressing dark web crimes linked to doping, 

particularly when traditional techniques of law enforcement have limits. The inclusion of AI into 

investigations not only helps in tracing unlawful activities but also in predicting and avoiding future 

crimes. While there are several legal, ethical, and practical concerns, the promise of AI to increase 

surveillance, data analysis, and crime prevention remains bright. It is vital for governments and regulatory 

organizations to continue establishing legislative frameworks that handle these evolving technologies 

while assuring the protection 

of privacy and human rights.  

 

Crimes such as the selling of doping drugs to teenage athlete’s flourish in the shadows on the dark web, 

which is still a hazardous place. However, in the battle against these crimes, artificial intelligence has 

shown to be a potent ally. Law enforcement organizations are able to monitor, anticipate, and stop doping 

offenses before they get out of hand by utilizing AI. AI presents a viable answer to an issue that jeopardizes 

the integrity of sports and the health of young athletes, despite the fact that there are still many ethical and 

legal obstacles to overcome. AI will surely play a bigger part in preventing dark web crimes as it develops, 

offering a fresh line of defence against the evils of the dark web that lie in the digital shadows. 
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